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drawn between these two rivers would extend through about
400 miles. The country abounded in game. Over the great
undulating plains of the veldt there roamed tens of thousands
of antelopes, and the valleys and forests were inhabited by the
giraffe, elephant, buffalo, leopard, and lion, while the rivers
were full of alligators and hippopotami, so that it was looked
upon as a hunter's paradise.

The Orange Free State was bounded by the Vaal and
Orange Rivers, and covered a high plateau rising from 3,000 to
5,000 feet above the sea-level, with very little wooded country,
but dotted over with a great number of isolated rocks called
'kopjes,' rising abruptly from its splendid pasture-land. Agri-
culture was very little practised by the Boers in this country,
but they were successful in rearing great herds of merino sheep,
cattle, horses, goats, and ostriches.

For some years the pioneers were left to govern themselves,
free from interference by the British Crown, although their
claim to political independence was never formally admitted.
In 1848, however, the Cape Colony Government stepped in,
and, without much justification, annexed this territory to the
British Crown under the title of the Orange River Sovereignty.

Six years later there came a change of opinion among the
Queen's advisers, who were beginning to shirk additional
responsibilities in South Africa, and in 1854, against the wish
of the Boers themselves, the colony was abandoned, and again
became an independent republic under the name of the Orange
River Free State.

In the Transvaal the same stupid inconsistency was shown
by the British Government towards the Boers, but in 1877,
when the colony had been brought to a low ebb by financial
troubles and further native wars, it was taken over by the
Crown and administered by Governors appointed by our
Colonial Office.